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all he was quite indifferent to the business skill which care-
fully settles the details of a tour programme so as to avoid
needless trouble and expense. His soul was soaring on
the other hand <( about empyreal heights of thought," and
kept company with the Lord. So he straightway bought
a ticket to Tindivanam and, tying up the balance of
annas three into a knot in a corner of his cloth, he got
into a carriage as soon as the train arrived, and lost him-
self in his thoughts. He had no burden, physical or
mental, to be anxious about. A man that thinks of
various external things loses his soul, which gets swallow-
ed up in thoughts of these objective possessions. For,
where your treasure is there will your heart be also.
Venkataraman's fellow passengers had their luggage, and
had to keep a sharp lookout and should " beware of rail-
way thieves" as the placards warned. His treasures
were laid up (if at all) "where neither moth nor rust
doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break through,
nor steal." He was absorbed in thoughts of his Father
and in repeatedly plunging within his own soul. It is
of such that God (Sri Krishna) says in the Bhagavad
Gita, (IX, 22),
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" I look after the interests and safety of those who
are perpetually engaged in My service and whose thoughts
are always on Me and Me alone."

Venkataraman had all the security and happiness
which the absence of any sense of possession and the
presence of God in the soul could give. Without noticing
what his fellow passengers were saying or doing, and